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BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
Date:  2/7/2008

Location: DeKalb Medical Center at Hillandale

President: Kris Harwood

Host: Kris Harwood

Recorder: Marcia Hunter, Recording Secretary
________________________________________________________________________
OLD BUSINESS

· The minutes from the last meeting were read, (compiled by Diane Frederick in Marcia Hunter’s absence.) 

Last meeting’s attendance: 19

NEW BUSINESS
· Carol Westbrooks announced that SELCA now has CERP approval from the IBLCE for the entire year.  She has certificates for the last three meetings and for tonight’s meeting.  The group expressed great appreciation to Carol for her tenacity in getting this accomplished.
· Treasurer’s report was deferred until next meeting.  (Tammy Thompson was unable to attend due to illness.)
· The nominating committee needs one more member to be in accordance with the bi-laws.  Catherine Raymond volunteered.  The committee will have a slate of candidates ready before the May meeting for two vacancies on the Board of Directors.  Members may vote at the May meeting if they have not done so prior to the meeting.

· Brenda Rockers brought up the challenges of being a hospital-based LC; she proposes to start a group to meet periodically for support and exchange of ideas.  She offered Rockdale Medical Center as a place for the first meeting.  Another idea was to have a “retreat” in May.  Brenda is willing to coordinate this.  There was discussion, with many members in agreement with this general idea, but no definitive action was taken.  
· Arlene Toole and Mary Jackson went to the US Breastfeeding Coalition Meeting in Washington, DC last week, representing Georgia’s coalition.  There were 290 people in attendance from all over the US.  Each state coalition reported on its activities.  Arlene and Mary attended a train the trainer workshop on worksite programs, learning how to talk to business people about instituting lactation programs.  Georgia will be receiving a grant of $10,000 so that Mary and Arlene can do one-day training sessions across Georgia.  We are to be thinking of businesses to approach for the first phase.  They were given a complete tool kit for the trainings.
· The Emory Breastfeeding conference is Feb. 15 & 16.  Maeve Howett and Arlene will be attending with our SELCA display.  Barbara Curl offered to transport the display to the conference.

· DeKalb Medical Center is sponsoring a 5-day Lactation Educator course with Molly Pessyl.  The dates are April 21 – 25, 2008.  There are still openings, according to Jamie Ray.
· Kris mentioned that Janice Reynolds would like to speak on the Lactavist Movement at one of our meetings.

· Kris announced that a practice exam and internet courses offering CERPs are available online at www.health-e-learning.com.  (The Ethics for LCs course offers 5 E-CERPs at a cost of $47.00 )
· The USLCA wants each affiliate chapter to have as many ICLA members as possible; they suggest that 25% of our local members should be ICLA members, as well.

Amy Lawrence, Membership Secretary, informed the group that SELCA now has approximately 55 members.  There was a general discussion about how to increase membership and attendance at meetings:  
Barriers to membership include: difficulty dealing with metro traffic, difficulty getting off work for day meetings, lack of communication/reminders about meetings, hesitancy to attend night meetings.  Suggestions offered: get a list of new IBCLCs every year and invite them to SELCA; post speakers/topics on the website ahead of meetings; put “Breastfeeding Babies Welcome” on the website; send a blast email reminder 2 weeks before meetings and 2 days before meetings; assign someone to send a “welcome” note to first-time attendees encouraging them to return; consider occasional Saturday meetings.  Another point of view was that some are comfortable with the group as it is and may not see a need to expand its membership.
Following the Business meeting we had two presentations:  Maeve Howett gave a PowerPoint presentation titled “Newborn Stomach Capacity: What Do We Know?” based on research she and Amy Spangler have done, looking for scientific evidence to back up what we are teaching parents and colleagues.  Their findings have been accepted for publication in the Journal of Human Lactation this year.
The second presentation was facilitated by Kris.  We broke into small groups and were given ethics scenarios to discuss and then report to the whole group.  This provided a good opportunity for learning and lively discussion on important practice issues.

Next Meeting date: Friday, May 2, 2008 at the Gwinnett Resource Center in Lawrenceville.  
Time:  10:30 (Board meets at 9:30.)  

