Letter from the President August, 2008.   

Wow. What a great meeting we had on Saturday August. 2 at the WellStar Development Center. After many discussions on ways to avoid rush hour traffic, meeting on a Saturday was a nice change. We got a few updates on topics from the ILCA conference while looking at pictures of Las Vegas and eating pizza. Very cool!

After some discussion the revised operating guidelines were reviewed and approved.   We will have 2 levels of membership. One will be the Active Membership: $35 year, voting privileges, CERPs and library access. The second, the General or Regular Membership, will help expand our database and grow membership by receiving e-mail communications and will be invited to attend meetings (no CERPs).   There will also be a new office structure including a "Communications Liaison" reflecting our increased use of electronic media.  

We have a special interest group forming (SIG) in SELCA related to hospital based LCs. Topics revolve around this type of service but all are invited to attend. They are currently meeting every 2 months. The contact person is Brenda Rockers and information is available on the website

Speaking of the website, we want to thank Diane Frederick for her continued hard work. The website is the hub of our communication. Check it out and browse around. Upcoming meeting information is there along with upcoming area conferences and other topics of interest. If you are interested in helping out on the website, let Diane know. SELCA.info   In an effort to increase our exposure and grow our membership, we will be hosting a perinatal professionals networking conference on Wednesday, August. 12, 2009 in Gwinnett. There are several groups in Georgia who are working hard to educate and provide services all along the birth continuum. It is possible that, when appropriate, we can pool our efforts and be stronger and more effective together. Also, just knowing what other groups are doing helps us take advantage of others' services and refer appropriately. This networking will also build our database and invite other to pursue IBLCE certification. Let me know if you are interested in working on the planning committee and if you know of groups who would like to attend.

We previously rotated weekday day meetings with weekday evening meetings. The Saturday meetings will take the place of the evening meetings this year. Our next meeting will be a weekday meeting, Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2008 at the Hamilton Medical Center in Dalton. The topic will be "The Business Case for Breastfeeding".  Watch the website for more details.

I hope you all had a wonderful summer. 

Carol Westbrooks  

Co-President 08-09 - SELCA

